Sixth Sunday of Easter 2016
Acts: 15:1-2, 22-29

Psalm 67
Revelations: 21:10-14, 22-23

John 14:23-29

“O God, O God let all the nations praise you!” (Psalm 67)

The Christian Community started in Jerusalem - among the Jews of Jerusalem. After all, Jesus and the apostles were Jewish. So they followed Jewish customs and traditions while overlaying the faith in Jesus the Messiah, King of the Jews.

Inspired by the Spirit of Jesus, the disciples Barnabas and Paul travel the known world to bring the Good News of Jesus to the people they meet. Barnabas and Paul set up Christian communities. Antioch in modern day Turkey was one such community. As their reputation spread, both Barnabas and Paul and the Church in Antioch, other disciples came to pay a visit. Some visitors were from the Jewish-Christian Church of Jerusalem. They came to encourage the Jewish-Christians who had fled Jerusalem to escape the persecution following the martyrdom of Stephen.
Well these new visitors saw a Christian community in Antioch made up not only of Jewish Christians but also non-Jewish believers called Gentiles. These visitors insisted that to be a good follower of Jesus, the Antioch community should practice the customs and traditions in place in Jerusalem. These visitors told the Antioch community that they had to follow the traditions of kosher – no pork, no animals sacrificed to idols, no blood, refrain from un-chastity, and all the men must be circumcised. 

The Gentiles in the community said, “Say what? Pork chops we can do without but circumcision is a deal breaker.”
A group from the Antioch community rush to Jerusalem to seek advice. The elders there send a letter back releasing them from this cutting tradition. The Church now has decided that the Church of Jesus the Messiah will become the Church of Jesus the King of the World. The Church of the world is now truly universal, reflecting the ideal core of the church – let all the world praise God.

The Kingdom of God is no longer pie-in-the-sky. The Kingdom of God is to be established right here on earth. That is the revelation of John as he writes, “The angel took me in spirit to a high mountain and showed me the holy city of Jerusalem coming down from heaven from God.” This is to reveal the glory of God from last week’s homily about “kabod”– God’s glory is to be revealed not only in the heavens but also on the earth.
We just heard, “Jesus said to his disciples: ’Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling within him’”

The word of Jesus is love. He sets the standard for love. It is not self-love and all that implies. It is the washing of feet and all that implies. And this Jesus-love will reveal the true disciples of Jesus and through the action of his disciples, the love of God will be revealed.

Jesse Rogers writes (Scripture in Church,Vol. 46, No. 182, p. 20): 
“It isn’t how orthodox our beliefs are, or how much we accomplish, or how we name ourselves that ultimately marks us as followers of Jesus; it is the degree to which we love each other with the radical self-giving love that Jesus modeled. When people see and experience that love, however imperfectly we incarnate it (kabod) , they experience something of God. They glimpse the glory of God and God’s kingdom comes.

In the vision of the glorious future found in the reading form Revelation, this God who has been glorified – made visible- in Jesus is at home among humanity. The old order built upon exclusion and selfish power will have passed away, and everything will have been made new. In the light of that eagerly anticipated future, how much of what we are doing now will be swept away with the old and how much will be gathered up and find its completion in the new? At the end of the day it will come down to love.”

“May God have pity on us and bless us; may is face shine upon us. So may your way be known upon earth; among all nations, your salvation.” (Psalm 67)
